EHIMA Policy Paper:
Accessibility for people with hearing disabilities
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2009) aims to ensure people with sensory impairments, such as hearing impairment, “full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.”

EHIMA can fully endorse this principle!

In accordance with the UN convention, this means that persons with hearing impairment should be enabled to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, ensuring among other things equal access to information and communication.

Communication, in this respect, is defined as including spoken language.
In general, everyone with a hearing impairment should be secured accessibility to all kinds of communication and information, in the public as well as private sphere, i.e. buildings, roads, transportation, homes, etc.

Furthermore, the availability and use of new technologies should be promoted, including information and communication technologies, with the aim of preventing people with a hearing loss from ending in isolation or segregation from the community.

Among EHIMA’s objectives are the studying of issues and problems related to hearing impairments and their alleviation, as well as the encouragement of scientific research related to hearing instruments. From this follows logically that we will be firm supporters of the rules for accessibility as expressed in the UN convention, and we will focus strongly on the development of future technologies that will help ensure that the UN targets can be met. To the mutual benefit of the hearing impaired as well as the societies in which they live.
In the past few years, the hearing aid industry has made major technology contributions to promote the access of the hearing impaired to verbal information and communication. Digital technology has allowed hearing aid manufacturers to improve the perception of speech, also in noisy surroundings, to optimize the benefits from telecoils and loop systems, to interface wirelessly with phones, mobile phones, TV, radio, stereo, PCs, GPS systems, MP3 players, etc. In other words, ensuring equal access for users of our products to the communication technologies of our time.
