Press release:
EHIMA officially established as non-profit organization
On May 17, 2010 the Belgian King signed the documents which officially registered EHIMA as a non-profit organization, a so-called “Association Internationale Sans But Lucratif” (aisbl), in accordance with Belgian law.

In our dealings with hearing healthcare stakeholders at all levels, including the EU, it had become apparent that an official status was desirable. For more than 25 years, the members of EHIMA (GN Resound, Siemens, Sonova, Starkey, Widex and William Demant) have been working hard to reach their objectives:
· Build and support public awareness of hearing issues 

· Encourage scientific research related to hearing instruments 

· Represent and protect common interests of the members in the appropriate official EU bodies, other public institutions and private organizations. 

· Monitor common issues within the hearing instruments industry, such as technical regulations and trade restrictions 

· Study issues and problems related to hearing impairments and their alleviation 

· Initiate and support the establishment of uniform measuring standards for the approval of hearing instruments. 

The commitment to play an active role in this respect was further underlined two years ago with the hiring of a coordinator for the market development activities, Mr Soeren Hougaard, and this year a coordinator for the technical committee activities, Dr Marcel Vlaming from the Free University of Amsterdam. Furthermore, following the resignation of Mrs Anne-Marie Wolters after more than 20 years of dedicated service, the function of Secretary General was passed on to Mr Soeren Hougaard

The EHIMA organization thus finds itself harnessed to meet the challenges facing not only the hearing aid industry, but the entire hearing-healthcare sector in Europe.

[image: image1.jpg]



Photo: New EHIMA secretary general, Mr Soeren Hougaard (Photo: Morten Bibow)
